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Richard Alley video, "4.6 Billion Years of Earth’s Climate History: The Role of CO2"
The video "4.6 Billion Years of Earth’s Climate History: The Role of CO2" is a presentation by Prof. Richard Alley to a meeting at the U.S. National Academy of Sciences. In about 24 minutes he gives an overview of climate almost since the beginning of Earth.

The video is an excellent brief introduction to the topic of paleoclimate but it is very dense with information. For this reason you will need to view the video in some detail, pausing or re-playing segments so you can absorb the points that it is making. If you simply play the whole video once you probably will find it overwhelming and confusing.

Complete the following two questions after you have viewed the video.  Use complete sentences and develop your explanations logically. Print this form with your responses and turn it in at the start of class on Thursday, March 22. Late assignments will not be accepted.

1.  Describe two new things you learned about climate in the Alley lecture. For each of these, explain how it relates to concepts we already have learned about in the course.  You may expand the space below as needed for your responses.

Item 1:

Item 2:

2.  What topic in the video was hardest for you to understand?  Be as specific as you can; avoid generalities like “the video was complicated.”

